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They began with "scenes' from the women's gallery in the
House of Commons, and riotous proceedings at political meet-
ings., and went on to acts of violence such as breaking shop
windows or slapping policemen's faces.  In 1910 there was a
large  and   disorderly   demonstration  outside the  Houses  of
Parliament  during which  153  women were arrested.  Their
attacks on public property led to the closing of the British
Museum and other national institutions.   They set fire to empty
buildings.   One woman committed suicide by throwing herself
in front of the horses during the Derby, and was given the most
spectacular funeral in London since that of Edward VII.  When
imprisoned, the suffragettes went on 'hunger-strike5 and had to
be subjected to the unpleasant process of forcible feeding.
When their health was undermined by this process they had to
be released, though it is said that some of them hoped to die of
their prison treatment, if martyrdom would further their cause,
It is impossible to say whether these methods would have
achieved their object because the coining of the first world war
cut short this as well as other domestic excitements.   During
the war women served their country in so many directions,
replacing men required for military service in all kinds of
responsible and dangerous jobs, that the grant of women suffrage
in the Franchise Act of 1918, carried during the last year of the
war, met with scarcely any opposition.  The vote was restricted
to women over thirty, not because women take longer than men
to acquire wisdom but because, if women were given votes like
men, at the age of twenty-one, there would be a female majority
in the electorate.  Ten years later even this consequence of sex
equality was accepted with equanimity, and the age qualification
lowered to twenty-one.  The Act of 1918 also entitled women
to stand as candidates at parliamentary elections, the first to be
elected being Lady Astor.  The first woman cabinet minister
was Miss Bondfield in the second Labour government, 1929-31,
The number of women in the House of Commons has never
been much more than a dozen, and shows little signs of increasing.
Scotland and Wales.  A great deal is said about Ireland in
this book but very little about Scotland or Wales; similarly there
is much about South Africa and litde about Canada or Australia.
In each case the contrast illustrates the old saying, 'Happy is the